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POLICY: 
 
1. Letters Applications shall be sent annually to previous year's grant recipients reminding 

them of the deadline for applying for grants and information on how to apply via the  and 
will also be made available on the City’s website., This information will also be included 
on the City’s website. 

  
1.2. and tThe deadline for receipt of applications shall be February 1st. 

  
2.3. The annual deadline for the receipt of late applications is shall be June 1st. 

 

3.4. Applications received between February 2nd and June 1st will only after June 1st, may be 
considered outside of the above noted timelines, only if they are of an emergent nature 

(new circumstances that did not exist prior), and there are unallocated funds after the 
February 1st deadline and grant funds allocationany funds are available after the February 
1st grant awards. 

 
5. Council shall be responsible for reviewing grant applications received, and determining 

award status, by  for approval no later than April 1st. (following 2023)  
  

4.6. Organizations located in the City of White Rock will be given first priority.   

 
5.7. One grant may be awarded per organization with a maximum award of $21,000, with the 

exception of White Rock based arts and cultural organizations who may apply for an 

additional $5,000 to host an arts or/and culture event.   
 

6.8. To be eligible for receiving a grant the following criteria shall be considered: 

a. Membership in the group, team, or society applying for the grant should be at 
least 25% from White Rock.  Notwithstanding if, in the opinion of Council, the 
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group will bring some substantial benefit to the community, and then approval 

may be granted. 

b. An individual requesting a grant must be a White Rock resident or must be 
representing White Rock in a provincial, federal, or international event.  

Notwithstanding, exceptions can be made if the applicant has a current affiliation 
with the City or has made a significant contribution to the City in the past.  

c. Grants shall not be approved where the stated or likely purpose is to pay for past 
deficits or debts incurred by the organization. 

d. A sports team or club will only be considered for a grant if they are regional or 

provincial champions and are identified with White Rock, and are participating in 
a national, Western Canadian, or international competition. 

e. The grant must be used to contribute to the general interest and advantage of the 
City of White Rock and its residents. 

f. Organizations that receive other funding from the City, for example a permissive 

tax exemption, or operating funding, may will be given lower priority than those 
organizations that do not already receive funding from the City. 

g. Organizations must submit their most recent financial statements and approved 
budgets.  Where applicable, itemized budgets should also be submitted for 
specific events that funding is being applied for.  

h. All grant recipients must submit a report to the Director of Financial Services 
disclosing the use of the grant funds on or before December 31.  Recipients who 
do not submit a report will be ineligible to apply for a grant in the subsequent 

year. 

i. Applicants who require funds prior to July 1 should indicate this fact, including 

rationale, on the application. 

 

7. Notwithstanding 6 above, a group, team, organization or society may be given a grant-in-

aid if it is the opinion of Council that such an award would be in the best interest and for 
the benefit of the City of White Rock and its residents. 

9.  
8. The City offers supplementary funding to support and develop arts and culture events. The 

funding is not intended to provide continuing support to organizations indefinitely. The 

program is intended to encourage the development of event capacity, organization 
efficiency and best practices.The following criteria are for organizations applying for the 

additional arts and cultural event fund.  

a. The event must occur in the City of White Rock. 

b. The event must showcase local area artists, be inclusive, accessible and 

welcoming to the public. 

c. It is preferred that applicants are arts and cultural organizations registered and in 

good standing as a non-profit societies in the province of British Columbia.  If 
not, they may be requested to provide additional documentation for accountability 
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purposes, such as confirmation of who the event organizers are, what their roles 

are, and as well as attesting to the use of the funds. 

d. Applicants from organizations that have received a grant in aid from the City of 
White Rock must demonstrate that the proposed project is different from the 

activity which received the grant in aid.   

e. Preference will be given to new events that address gaps in the existing event 

calendar and have the potential to become major arts and culture events. A new 
event, for the purpose of this policy, is defined as an event that has not previously 
existed and is occurring for the first time.  An event that is part of an ongoing 

series or part of the core programming of an organization is not considered new.  

9. The City budgets separate amounts for the general grant-in-aid program and the new arts or 

cultural event grant program.  If in one year there are excess funds available in one program 
it may be transferred to the other program. 

 

RATIONALE: 
 

The intent of the deadline is to ensure applications are received and processed effectively.   
 
Non-community-based organizations will not be under consideration for City Grants-in-Aid, as 

residents within these other communities have ample opportunities to engage with them 
independently. Given that the Council is simply reallocating taxpayer funds, it is deemed 

inappropriate to make such decisions on behalf of taxpayers.Non-community based 
organizations will not be considered because people in the community have many opportunities 
to contribute to them at other times.  Since Council is merely redirecting the taxpayer's money it 

is not believed to be appropriate to make these kinds of choices for the taxpayers. 
 

A reasonable percentage of the membership benefiting from the grant should be taxpayers or 
residents of the City - otherwise they could request a grant from their own City Council. 
 

Grant recipients should be engaged in initiatives that directly benefit the residents of the City or 
enhance the City's reputation, thereby fostering civic pride and awareness.Grant recipients 

should be doing works, which benefit the people of the City or bring favourable publicity to the 
City and in so doing raise civic pride and awareness. 
 

Individuals or sports teams representing the City must do so in an official capacity, such as 
representing the province or the country, and participating at a high level of competition. Groups 

embarking on self-sponsored tours without any official capacity are ineligible for grants. 
Examples of ineligible groups include school rugby teams on tour, highland dancers troupe on 
tour, and a dance company performing in a recital overseas, as they do not meet the criteria for 

grant eligibility.Individuals or sports teams representing the City should be doing so in a capacity 
which is official (i.e. representing the province or the country) and at a high level of competition 

- groups going on self-sponsored tours in which they have no official capacity should not receive 
grants.  Examples of groups who have applied in the past but would not qualify for a grant are: 
school rugby teams on tour, highland dancers troupe on tour, and a dance company performing 

in a recital overseas.  


