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VIA EMAIL Ref. 63442

December 8, 2023

Her Worship Megan Knight
Mayor of the City of White Rock
Email: mknight@whiterockcity.ca

RE: New legislation to support local government housing initiatives
Dear Mayor Megan Knight:

As you are aware, last week, the Province passed three bills that change the way local
governments plan for new housing in their communities: Bills 44, 46, and 47, along with
Bill 35, which regulates short-term rentals. While the legislation establishes the framework
for the new rules, many of the details that describe how these changes will work on the
ground are set out in regulation, and site standards and expectations around
development are laid out in provincial policy manuals.

We have prioritized releasing the regulations and policy manuals to help local
governments meet the June 30, 2024 requirements for small-scale multi-unit housing and
transit-oriented development areas (TOD areas). Yesterday, the regulations and policy
manuals for those requirements were released and are posted online here: Local
government housing initiatives - Province of British Columbia.

The regulation for small-scale multi-unit housing sets out the minimum number of
dwelling units by parcel size and proximity to frequent transit, prescribes the frequency of
transit bus stops, and establishes the minimum population threshold for legislation to
apply to certain communities. It also includes an exemption to the legislation for
hazardous conditions.
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The policy manual supports local governments to implement the zoning bylaw
amendments required under the legislation. It establishes provincial expectations for
implementation of the requirements, which must be considered when preparing,
amending, or adopting a zoning bylaw to permit the use and density required by the
small-scale multi-unit housing legislation. Further information will be provided in January
about the criteria and process for extensions.

The regulations for TOD Areas designate the 52 TOD Areas that are now in effect by
regulation (see attachment 1) and the full list of TOD Areas that must be designated by
June 30, 2024 (see attachment 2). They also bring the provisions of Bill 47 into effect and
set out the details for those provisions, such as the minimum allowable density (see
attachment 3) and the applicable distance from transit stations. Bill 47 allows the Province
to designate TOD Areas by order if a local government does not or designates incorrectly.

The TOD manual establishes provincial expectations for municipalities to implement the
requirements, such as when designating TOD Areas by bylaw, making zoning decisions,
and updating parking bylaws.

The regulations for the Short-Term Rental Accommodation Act (STRAA) set out where the
principal residence requirement applies, exemptions, and how local governments and
entities can opt-in or out of the requirement. The policy guidance provides information
about how the STRAA, and related amendments to the Local Government Act, Community
Charter, and Vancouver Charter apply to local governments, including local government
bylaws related to short-term rentals. Yesterday, the regulations and policy guidance were
released and are posted online here: Policy guidance for local governments.

Early in the new year, we will be releasing regulations and a policy manual for updating
Housing Needs Reports and policy guidance for implementing the new development
finance tools [expanded Development Cost Charges (Levies) and Amenity Contribution
Costs Charges.]

In my previous letter, I mentioned that we are exploring policy options and additional
tools for facilitating the delivery of affordable housing, including the potential for
inclusionary zoning and other tools to support a range of outcomes. I look forward to
being able to share more in 2024 on these initiatives.
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I appreciate how much work is in front of your local government to meet the
requirements. The Ministry is committed to supporting your team in this work. We will be
notifying you later this month of the amount your local government will receive from the
$51 million funding to support planning and capacity to meet these new requirements.
Ministry staff will also be in touch with your administration about a webinar series for local
government staff leading the work to implement the changes.

Sincerely,

Ravi Kahlon
Minister of Housing

Attachments

pc:

Links:

The Honourable Rob Fleming, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure

The Honourable Anne Kang, Minister of Municipal Affairs

Teri Collins, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Housing

Kaye Krishna, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
Okenge Yuma Morisho, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs

Tara Faganello, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs

Bindi Sawchuk, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Housing

Kevin Volk, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
Guillermo Ferrero, Chief Administrative Officer, City of White Rock
(gferrero@whiterockcity.ca)

Local Government Housing Initiatives webpage with links to Bill 44 and 47 Housing
Statute Regulations and the Provincial policy manuals for small-scale multi-unit
housing and Transit-Oriented Development Areas:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/housing-tenancy/local-governments-and-
housing/housing-initiatives

Bill 35 Policy Guidance for Local Governments: Policy guidance for local
governments.




Attachment 1: Transit-Oriented Development Areas Designated by Regulation (in effect)

Burnaby

Brentwood Town Centre Station
Burquitlam Station*

e Joyce - Collingwood Station*

e Lougheed Town Centre Station
= Metrotown Station

e Patterson Station

e  Rupert Station*

e Sperling - Burnaby Lake Station

Chilliwack
¢ Downtown Chilliwack Exchange

Coquitlam
e Burquitlam Station
+ Coquitlam Central Station
e Inlet Centre Station*
» Lafarge Lake - Douglas Station
e Lincoln Station
s Lougheed Town Centre Station*
* Moody Centre Station*

Kamloops
+« Lansdowne Exchange
s North Shore Exchange

Kelowna
e Okanagan College Exchange
s Rutland Exchange

Maple Ridge
e Port Haney Station

Mission
 Mission City Station

New Westminster
o Columbia Station
+ New Westminster Station

North Vancouver (District)
s Phibbs Exchange

Port Coquitlam
e Coquitlam Central Station*
e Lincoln Station*

Port Moody

Inlet Centre Station
Moody Centre Station

Richmond

Saanich

Surrey

Aberdeen Station

Bridgeport Station

Capstan Station

Lansdowne Station

Marine Drive Station*
Richmond - Brighouse Station

Uptown Exchange

152nd Street Station
160th Street Station
166th Street Station
184th Street Station
190th Street Station
Columbia Station*

Vancouver

Victoria

29th Avenue Station

Arbutus Station

Bridgeport Station*

Broadway - City Hall Station
Great Northern Way - Emily Carr Station
Joyce - Collingwood Station
King Edward Station

Langara - 49th Avenue Station
Marine Drive Station

Mount Pleasant Station
Nanaimo Station

Oak - VGH Station

Oakridge - 41st Avenue Station
Olympic Village Station
Renfrew Station

Rupert Station

South Granville Station
Stadium - Chinatown Station
VCC - Clark Station

Waterfront Station

Legislature Exchange

*Qverlap TOD Area from adjacent municipality



Attachment 2: TOD Areas that must be designated by June 30, 2024

140th Street Station
152nd Street Station
160th Street Station
166th Street Station
184th Street Station
190th Street Station
196th Street Station
203rd Street Station
22nd Street Station

29th Avenue Station
Aberdeen Station
Arbutus Station
Bourquin Exchange
Braid Station
Brentwood Town Centre
Station

Bridgeport Station
Broadway - City Hall Station
Burguitlam Station
Burrard Station
Capilano University
Exchange

Capstan Station
Columbia Station
Colwood Exchange
Commercial - Broadway
Station

Coquitlam Central Station
Country Club Exchange
Downtown Chilliwack
Exchange

Downtown Exchange
Dunbar Loop Exchange
Edmonds Station
Gateway Station
Gilmore Station
Gondola Exchange
Granville Station

Great Northern Way - Emily
Carr Station

Guildford Mall Exchange

Haney Place Exchange
Holdom Station

Hospital Exchange

Inlet Centre Station
Joyce - Collingwood Station
King Edward Station
King George Station
Kootenay Loop Exchange
Lafarge Lake - Douglas
Station

Lake City Way Station
Langara - 49th Avenue
Station

Langford Exchange
Langley Centre Exchange
Lansdowne Exchange
Lansdowne Station
Legislature Exchange
Lincoln Station

Lonsdale Quay Exchange
Lougheed Town Centre
Station

Main Street - Science World
Station

Maple Meadows Station
Marine Drive Station
Metrotown Station
Mission City Station
Moody Centre Station
Mount Pleasant Station
Nanaimo Station

New Westminster Station
Newton Exchange

North Shore Exchange
Oak - VGH Station
Oakridge - 41st Avenue
Station

Okanagan College
Exchange

Olympic Village Station
Orchard Park Exchange

Patterson Station
Peachtree Square Exchange
Penticton Plaza Exchange
Phibbs Exchange

Pitt Meadows Station
Port Coquitlam Station
Port Haney Station
Production Way - University
Station

Renfrew Station
Richmond - Brighouse
Station

Royal Oak Exchange
Royal Oak Station
Rupert Station

Rutland Exchange
Sapperton Station

Scott Road Station
Scottsdale Exchange
South Granville Station
Sperling - Burnaby Lake
Station

Stadium - Chinatown
Station

Surrey Central Station
TRU Exchange

UNBC Exchange
Uptown Exchange

UVic Exchange
Vancouver City Centre
Station

VCC - Clark Station

VGH Exchange

Village Green Centre
Exchange

VIU Exchange
Waterfront Station
Woodgrove Exchange
Yaletown - Roundhouse
Station



Attachment 3: Distances, Transit Stations and Densities by Category

Municipality Transit Hub Type Prescribed Minimum Minimum

Distance Allowable Allowable
Density (FAR) Height (Storeys)

Burnaby Sky Train/ 200m or less Upto 5.0 Upto 20

Delta Canada Line

Coquitlam (Rapid Transit Stop) e e e e e e

Langley (City + Township) 200m - 400m Upto 4.0 Upto 12

Maple Ridge

North Vancquver (City + District) 400m - 800m Up to 3.0 Upto8

New Westminster

Pitt Meadows

Port Coquitlam Prescribed Bus 200m or less Upto 4.0 Upto 12

Port Moody Exchange or West

Richmond Coast Express Station

Surrey

Vancouver 200m -400m Up to 3.0 Up to 8

Abbotsford Prescribed Bus 200m or less Upto35 Upto 10

Chilliwack Exchange

Colwood

Kamloops

Kelowna

Langford

Mission

biansig 200m -400m  Upto 2.5 Upto 6

Prince George
Saanich District
Vernon
Victoria

View Royal



