
From: Roger Emsley <emsleyroger@gmail.com> 
Sent: February 3, 2021 3:24 PM
To: Info <info@againstportexpansion.org>
Subject: Time to Oppose Roberts Bank Terminal 2

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As you are aware the Cities of Delta and Richmond have voted to oppose the Vancouver Port
Authority’s (VFPA) Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project (RBT2).

We believe it is time the Metro Vancouver Board passed a resolution urging the federal government
to deny approval.

Here is why:
1. After seven years of study, the federally appointed Environment Assessment Review Panel
produced its report pn the RBT2 project in March 2020. It identified many areas where the project is
likely to result in significant adverse environmental effects to the Roberts Bank ecosystem, an area
of the Fraser River Estuary recognized internationally for its environmental values, biodiversity, a top
Important Bird Area - IBA - by Birdlife International (Designated as an IBA in Danger).
2. Almost immediately the federal Environment Minister delayed a decision until November 2020.
3. In August 2020 VFPA asked for a further delay. The Minister responded, agreeing to “pause” the
decision process.
4. VFPA said it would provide the additional information prior to year end 2020.
5. November 2020 the VFPA said it will not now provide the additional information until summer
2021.
6. An e-petition (2828) with 1861 signatures from Canadians across the country, calling on the
government to reject RBT2, was presented to the House of Commons on Dec. 9 2020.
7. January 26 2021 the federal government declined to act, repeating once again that a decision on
RBT2 will be based on science, facts and evidence.
8. VFPA originally said RBT2 would cost in the region of $2.4 billion to bring into operation, that
procurement for the project would start in Q3/4 2020. Now procurement will not start until late
2022, with construction not starting until 2024, with VFPA estimating the cost will increase to  $3.5
billion.
9. Forty environmental and other groups, thousands and thousands of Canadians, are opposed to
RBT2 and want the project rejected.

Delay, delay and further delay.
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Is	The	Vancouver	Fraser	Port	Authority’s	Roberts	Bank	Terminal	2	(RBT2)	
environmentally	sustainable?	


 
Answering just one question determines if RBT2 should be approved. The question - are the significant 
adverse environmental effects that will result from building RBT2 fully mitigable? 
 
On August 24 2020 Environment and Climate Change Canada Minister Jonathan Wilkinson 
acknowledged, “ …that even taking into account mitigation measures the Review Panel determined that 
significant adverse effects to fish and fish habitat, including species at risk, human health, and current 
use of lands and resources for traditional purposes, among others were likely”. So is RBT2 mitigable? Is 
the project environmentally sustainable? 
 
Not according to many who say NO, including: 


1. Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) scientists. In reports and published papers in 
independent internationally peer-reviewed scientific journals submitted to the Environmental 
Assessment Review Panel the scientists said the project’s impacts on biofilm (a critical food 
source for million of shorebirds) “are anticipated to be high in magnitude, permanent, irreversible, 
and, continuous”. In other words unmitigable.  


2. ECCC scientists also rebutted the Port’s claim that biofilm can be created, stating, “there are no 
accepted techniques to remediate for functional biofilm for shorebirds on intertidal mudflats”, nor 
enough other available habitat to replace what will be lost if RBT2 is built, therefore mitigation for 
this habitat loss is not possible. 


3. The Canadian Wildlife Service, state Western Sandpipers have been declining at 2 percent a 
year and the entire species risks extinction if RBT2 is built. 


4. Forty or more environmental and other groups including BC Nature, Birds Canada and Nature 
Canada have all registered opposition, stating RBT2 will result in significant adverse 
environmental effects that cannot be mitigated. 


5. The cities of Richmond and Delta, both of whom voted to oppose RBT2. 
6. Major international environmental organizations such as BirdLife International (which lists the 


Fraser Estuary as an “Important Bird Area” in danger) and the Western Hemisphere Shorebird 
Reserve Network. 


7. Recently published UBC research states the Fraser Estuary is on the brink of collapse and 102 
species are at risk of extinction. (Conservation Science and Practice Journal) 


8. Internationally recognized scientists (Professors Pat Baird (SFU) and Peter Beninger (University 
of Nantes), experts in ecosystem function, have vigorously challenged the Port science – the Port 
science has never been published in an independent peer-reviewed scientific journal. 


9. Georgia Strait Alliance and Ecojustice state the Southern Resident Killer Whales are subjected to 
increasing levels of underwater noise plus a lack of Chinook salmon that put them at increased 
risk of extinction, made much worse as a result of RBT2. 


10. Raincoast Conservation and Rivers Institute (M.Rosenau) state RBT2 will impede the ability of 
juvenile salmon to access rearing habitat in the estuary and increase the risk of predation as the 
juveniles navigate around the port causeway, Deltaport and now (if built) RBT2. 


 
If not mitigable then is RBT2 otherwise justifiable? Is an additional terminal needed on Roberts Bank 
because West Coast Canada is running out of terminal capacity as VFPA claims? Not according to the 
statistics. Despite claims of record growth VFPA’s 2019 and 2020 volumes have remained basically flat 
compared to 2018. Its twelve-year compound annual growth rate is below 3 percent. Global Container 
Terminals and DP World are both adding capacity in Vancouver. DP World has plans for a large 
expansion at Prince Rupert, all this giving the West Coast potential capacity of 10 million container’s 
(TEUs), sufficient to accommodate Canadian trade for decades to come without ever building RBT2. 
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Forget the pause button, it is time to push the stop button this project.
 
There is no need to wait any longer. The science is clear -  Environment and Climate Change Canada
scientists said the RBT2 impacts on biofilm (a critical food source for million of shorebirds) “are
anticipated to be high in magnitude, permanent, irreversible, and, continuous”. In other words
unmitigable. The ECCC scientists also rebutted the Port’s claim that biofilm can be created, stating,
“there are no accepted techniques to remediate for functional biofilm for shorebirds on intertidal
mudflats” nor enough other available habitat to replace what will be lost if RBT2 is built, therefore
mitigation for this habitat loss is not possible.
 
The Lower Fraser River and Estuary have already lost over 80 percent of natural habitat.
 
Attached is a one page summary, demonstrating why RBT2 is neither sustainable nor otherwise
justifiable.
Need more information? visit www.againstportexpansion.org
 
Will the Metro Vancouver Board support the cities of Richmond and Delta?
Will the Metro Vancouver Board pass a resolution urging the federal government to reject RBT2
NOW?
 
There is every reason to do so. There is no need to delay the decision any longer.
 
On behalf of our supporters I look forward to your response.
 
Roger Emsley
Executive Director
Against Port Expansion Community Group
emsley@axion.net
www.againstportexpansion.org
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