Chris Manus

From: Mayor George Harvie

Sent: February 11, 2022 12:42 PM

To: Darryl Walker

Cc: '

Subject: Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project

Attachments: FO7 Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project - Final Public Comment Period.pdf; Feb 7 Regular

Council Meeting Item FO7.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mayor Walker,

On behalf of Mayor Harvie, please find attached the following information from the February 7, 2022 Regular Council
meeting regarding RBT2:

e Council Report - Item F.07 Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project — Final Public Comment Period

e Excerpt of Regular Minutes for Item F.07

e Broadcast of February 7" Regular Council Meeting. To hear Mayor Harvie speak about this report, you can click
on Item F.07 or fast forward to 30:47: Regular Council Meeting - February 7, 2022 (granicus.com)

Yours truly,

Tanya
Tanya Bader
o ; Administrative Secretary
f o 1T Mayor’s Office |City of Delta

P: 604-946-3205 E: tbader@delta.ca
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City of Delta
COUNCIL REPORT F . 07

Regular Meeting

To: Mayor and Council
From: Corporate Services Department

Date: January 4, 2022

Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project - Final Public Comment Period

The following report has been reviewed and endorsed by the City Manager.
» RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. THAT the federal government be requested to:

i.  postpone its decision on the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 project (RBT2) until the
environmental and community impacts of the proposed GCT Deltaport Berth 4
project (DP4) have been reviewed; or

ii. deny approval of RBT2 based on:

o the Federal Review Panel Report which, among other things, concludes that the
project would result in numerous adverse residual and cumulative effects, and that
many of those effects would be significant and unable to be mitigated;

e Environment and Climate Change Canada’s (ECCC) concerns that some adverse
effects will be “immediate, continuous and cannot be mitigated” and that impacts
on biofilm could have species-wide impacts on migratory birds.

B. THAT City of Delta reiterate previous requests for the federal and provincial governments to
undertake a regional environmental assessment of the Fraser River estuary and Salish Sea,
and develop a long-term environmental management plan for the region to guide
conservation efforts and sustainable development, consistent with recommendations in the
Federal Review Panel Report.

C. THAT Delta’'s comments regarding the draft federal conditions, as detailed in Attachment A,
be forwarded to the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) and the BC
Environmental Assessment Office (BCEAQ).

D. THAT copies of this report be forwarded to the Mayor’s Youth Council and the Climate
Action and Community Liveability Advisory Committee for information.

=  PURPOSE:

The purpose of this report is to update Council on (i) new information provided by Vancouver
Fraser Port Authority (VFPA) on the RBT2 project, and (ii) the draft federal conditions that are
being proposed should the project be approved.
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Page 2 of 4
RBT2 Final Public Comment Period
January 4, 2022

= BACKGROUND:

In March 2020, the RBT2 Federal Review Panel submitted its final report to the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change (the Minister). In August 2020, the Minister requested that
VFPA provide additional information about project impacts and mitigation, and the deadline for a
decision on the project was put on hold. In November 2021, VFPA submitted its response to the
Minister's questions.

= DISCUSSION:

On December 15, 2021, the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) announced a public
comment period on the Port’s response to the Minister’s request for additional information, and
on the draft potential environmental assessment conditions that are being proposed should the
project be approved. The deadline for comments is February 13, 2022.

Additional Information Provided by VFPA:

More than 2,500 pages of additional information has been submitted for review (available at
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/141453). This information represents more
than a year of technical work and continued engagement with regulators, indigenous groups
and local governments. Most of the issues relate to mitigation and offsetting, biofilm and effects
on birds, effects on marine mammals and fish, and consultation with Indigenous groups. Some
additional proposals include:

e A proposed increase of offsetting habitat from 29 hectares to 86 hectares to compensate
for impacts to fish and fish habitat (the Westham Island-Canoe Pass tidal marsh project
is included as an offset despite uncertainty that the project will go ahead due to
unresolved concerns from the Delta Farmers’ Institute).

¢ Additional noise and light mitigation measures to protect fish and Southern Resident
Killer Whales (SRKW).

e A causeway breach feasibility study to facilitate fish migration.

o A requirement for vessels destined for RBT2 to participate in the Port's Enhancing
Cetacean Habitat and Observation (ECHO) program.

o The development of a $30 million Prey Abundance Fund to support the availability of
Chinook salmon for SRKW, which will be developed in collaboration with Indigenous
groups and federal agencies.

Should the project be approved, the implementation of the additional mitigation and offsetting
measures proposed by the Port would help to further reduce the negative impacts of the project.
These measures are set out in over 2,500 pages of material and, as noted as above, result from
significant further engagement and technical work by the Port. Based on the conclusions of the
Federal Review Panel Report and the ongoing concerns of Environment and Climate Change
Canada, however, those additional mitigation and offsetting measureé“do nd cannot
substantially address some of the key environmental concerns identified through the
assessment project. Key concerns raised by Delta and by Mayor Harvie during his presentation
to the Federal Review Panel in May 2019, including:
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Page 3 of 4
RBT2 Final Public Comment Period
January 4, 2022

e the lack of a multi-jurisdictional port policing authority (reflected in Panel
recommendation # 48);
¢ the need for increased Canadian Border Services Agency resources; and
e increased pressure on Delta’s agricultural land,

also remain unaddressed. These concerns are noted in the comments to be forwarded to the
IAAC and BCEAO (Attachment ‘A’), as further discussed below. In light of the foregoing, Delta’s
previously-stated positions that:

e adecision should be postponed pending completion of the DP4 environmental
assessment; and
¢ RBT2 should be denied based on the conclusions of the Federal Review Panel,

continue to apply.

A decision to proceed with RBT2 would have significant impacts on the environment, as outlined
in the Review Panel report, as well as a range of impacts on the local community, both positive
and negative. The environmental assessment process for DP4 has another 2-3 years before
completion, at which time a comparative assessment of the two projects could be undertaken.

Given the magnitude of these proposed port expansions, planning timeframes in multiples of
decades, and billions of dollars in investment, this should not be considered an unreasonable
delay, especially if it results in the best option for the environment and the community.

A delay would also provide time for the federal and provincial governments to respond to
outstanding requests to undertake a regional assessment of the Fraser River estuary and Salish
Sea, and develop a long-term plan to guide conservation efforts, climate change adaptation,
and future sustainable development in the region. This could include the re-establishment of an
inter-governmental agency, similar to the Fraser River Estuary Management Program, to
coordinate environmental management review and interagency communication for projects that
could impact the estuarine or marine environment.

It is therefore recommended that Delta reiterate its previous requests to the federal government
regarding the RBT2 project (Recommendation A) and a regional environmental assessment
(Recommendation B).

Draft Federal and Provincial Conditions:

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada has provided 48 pages of draft conditions that
would become legally binding on VFPA should RBT2 be approved (https://www.iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/142133?culture=en-CA). The Technical Advisory Group,
comprising federal and provincial agencies, Metro Vancouver and local governments, including
Delta, has been providing feedback on both federal and provincial draft conditions as they have
been developed over the last 18 months. A list of outstanding comments is provided in
Attachment ‘A’ and it is recommended that these comments be provided to the IAAC and
BCEAO (Recommendation C).
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Page 4 of 4

RBT2 Final Public Comment Period
January 4, 2022

Implications:
Financial Implications — none.

= CONCLUSION:

The additional information provided by the proponent with respect to RBT2 does not
substantially address concerns regarding the project as outlined in the Federal Review Panel
Report and by Environment and Climate Change Canada and therefore does not alter Delta’s
previously stated position that a decision should be postponed until a comparative analysis with
the DP4 project has been undertaken, or failing that, be denied based on the expected adverse
environmental and community impacts. It is recommended that Delta continue to advocate for a
development of a more flexible process that would facilitate better informed decision-making
and better outcomes for the environment and community.

Director of Corporate Services
Department submission prepared by: Bernita Iversen, Manager of Corporate Policy

= ATTACHMENT:

A. Comments on draft federal conditions
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CITY OF DELTA

Office of the City Clerk

4500 Clarence Taylor Crescent, Delta, British Columbia
Tel 604.946.3220 Fax 604.946.3390

CERTIFIED TRUE EXTRACT OF THE UNADOPTED MINUTES
PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DELTA
AT THE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON the 7t of February 2022

F. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

FOR DISCUSSION

-- Conflict of Interest In accordance with Section 100 of the Community Charter, Cllr. Kruger
declared to be in a conflict of interest with respect to Item F.07, as his
firm has a contract with \Vancouver Fraser Port Authority, and he left the
meeting at 4:33 p.m.

Roberts Bank Report by the Corporate Services Department dated January 4, 2022
Terminal 2 (F.07) regarding Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project - Final Public Comment
Period.

MOVED By CllIr. Kanakos,
SECONDED By Clir. McDonald,

A. THAT the federal government be requested to:

i. postpone its decision on the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 project
(RBT2) until the environmental and community impacts of the
proposed GCT Deltaport Berth 4 project (DP4) have been
reviewed; or

ii. deny approval of RBT2 based on:

« the Federal Review Panel Report which, among other things,
concludes that the project would result in numerous adverse
residual and cumulative effects, and that many of those
effects would be significant and unable to be mitigated;

» Environment and Climate Change Canada's (ECCC) concerns
that some adverse effects will be "immediate, continuous and
cannot be mitigated" and that impacts on biofilm could have
species-wide impacts on migratory birds.
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B. THAT City of Delta reiterate previous requests for the federal and
provincial governments to undertake a regional environmental
assessment of the Fraser River estuary and Salish Sea, and
develop a long-term environmental management plan for the region
to guide conservation efforts and sustainable development,
consistent with recommendations in the Federal Review Panel
Report.

C. THAT Delta's comments regarding the draft federal conditions, as
detailed in Attachment A, be forwarded to the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC) and the BC Environmental Assessment
Office (BCEAO).

D. THAT copies of this report be forwarded to the Mayor's Youth Council
and the Climate Action and Community Liveability Advisory
Committee for information.

The question on the motion was not called as discussion ensued
regarding the adverse effects and impacts of the Roberts.Bank Terminal
2 Project and the proposed location of a 2,500 acre parcel of land for
this project.

-— Amendment MOVED By ClIr. Kanakos,

Endorsed SECONDED By Clir. McDonald, THAT the Main Motion be amended to
add, “E. THAT this report be copied to the Prime Minister of Canada,
the Premier of British Columbia, the Federal Minister of Environment
and Climate Change, the Provincial Minister of Environment and
Climate Change Strategy, Delta Members of Parliament and Delta
Members of the Legislative Assembly, the Tsawwassen First Nation
and the Musqueam Indian Band.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

-- Recommendations The question on the Main Motion as amended, was then called.
Endorsed as
Amended CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

-- Councillor returns Clir. Kruger rejoined the meeting at 4:36 p.m.

This is certified as a true extract of the unadopted
minutes of the Council of the City of Delta and the
resolutions will be adopted at the Regular meeting
of February 14, 2022.

pated this 1\ Y of F@b‘rum% 2022

T & B4
Michelle~ansson, CMC
City Clerk
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