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City of Vancouver to consider mandatory murals on construction
hoarding

Kenneth Chan | Mar 24 2021, 6:37 pm



Construction hoarding at the Cineplex The Rec Room construction site on Granville Street in downtown Vancouver, painted with a mural by local artist Irvin Hernandez and funded
by Vintage Ink Wine. Captured on February 26, 2021. (Kenneth Chan/Daily Hive)

Construction sites, especially those necessitating safety hoarding next to roads and sidewalks,

can put a damper on the streetscape for years.

ADVERT ISEMENT

That is why NPA councillor Sarah Kirby-Yung has introduced a motion seeking city council’s

approval to request city staff to draft possible policies requiring a proportion of construction

hoarding be used for public art such as murals.

See also:

New mural at Cineplex Rec Room construction site in downtown Vancouver
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New 42-foot mural raising awareness about gender-based violence unveiled in

Vancouver

Vancouver City Council motion urges quick actions on permitting backlog and delays

A growing number of developers and their contractors already use temporary hoarding as a large

canvas for murals to help brighten up an area undergoing construction, and to deter graffiti.

Hoarding is the technical term for the boarding, typically made of plywood or shipping

containers.

If approved, city staff will report back to city council on the recommendations by early 2022.

There will also be consultation with the development industry, and potential stakeholders such

as business improvement associations (BIAs) and the Vancouver Mural Festival.

Construction hoarding covered with printed art for the Apple flagship store construction site at CF Pacific Centre, taken February 26,
2021. (Kenneth Chan/Daily Hive)

Kirby-Yung states such a policy could serve a double purpose of providing more income

opportunities for struggling artists, and another way to showcase their talent.

According to a recent city staff report on the state of the economy, most artists in Vancouver live

under the poverty line, with 63% of artists reporting an income of under $40,000 per year. The

median income of artists in the city is about $22,100.

Furthermore, Vancouver has the highest number of artists per capita of major Canadian cities

with about 8,800 artists accounting for 2.4% of the local labour force. This group has been hit by

affordability issues with housing and artist studio spaces, and the pandemic has reduced their

work opportunities.
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New mural by Will Phillips at Colony Granville Bar at 965 Granville Street, Vancouver. Painted in April 2020 during the COVID-19
shutdown. (Downtown Vancouver Business Improvement Association)

The motion highlights the success of Spring 2020’s COVID-19 murals on temporary plywood

hoarding covering up storefronts in downtown Vancouver. This was an initiative led by the

Downtown Vancouver, Robson Street, and Gastown BIAs, as well as the Vancouver Mural

Festival and the city, which provided an honorarium to each artist and covered the cost of paint

and supplies.

She also pointed to the City of Toronto’s initiative beginning in 2014 that requires 50% of the

surface area of construction hoarding along public right of ways be used for public art.

The Toronto program is now regarded as a success, and it comes at no cost to the municipal

government as developers and construction site owners are responsible for commissioning the

artists.

ADVERT ISEMENT
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Should murals be required on at least a portion of construction
hoarding?

Yes
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Undecided
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Vancouver

Vancouver City Council motion urges quick actions on permitting backlog and delays

Kenneth Chan + Follow

FOLLOW CHANNELS AND CATEGORIES

+ NEWS + DEVELOPMENT + PUBLIC ART + URBANIZED

ADVERT ISEMENT

ADVERT ISEMENT

Daily Hive uses cookies to enhance your experience. Continue browsing to accept the use of all cookies. Learn More. 

http://dailyhive.com/page/contest-rules
https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/855-granville-street-vancouver-cineplex-rec-room-construction
https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/mural-vancouver-gender-based-violence
https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/vancouver-motion-permitting-licensing-delays-solution-2021
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CJGXTTib7YNr1BpOqngW-0a-ABqTClcZgt5eQkdAM2tkeEAEg7ZqtfWD90PuAzAOgAcOK0P0DyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSLAk_QDDHNqmt18Q_F7Evh5G4uAu2_TbhLcZTgG0uaYkoRVOXuIDF9zy7Dme97NahxSODIfxxd3Li-xGFSmgfjInyd4GcSjNeEUwvBBonn1z_ymfnFQ4xnWrGU8MBTm05p-yZ2d6zNlr71p7LB6etP7Vo48q2a8EViuE19uV7I09sSR4fJVZB0WHkERBIPI7WwMcgQxyYXia7X98HoEne7jdY567HPURRpNC8uLahxnbBTrXSsTsiP5S6jtui2wLYakMON_DssuGcadXk-rEgaXU1cV4W30WGX2AD_Uxz-SS7_eeTmVDVdQrXbwMtyx6w27cvxH2GKr3LOol0cBF9vGL-0AjxvtbLPq_kmtsAE6e2mtp8D4AQBoAYCgAel9a8CqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB-6WsQKoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHbEJYnZJwODX38WACgOYCwHICwG4DAHYEwrQFQGYFgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_21Z6SxKayd3ztxoWEvv34x-FnEyA&client=ca-pub-3060169695957892&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.flir.ca/discover/professional-tools/which-cx-series-camera-is-right-for-you/%3Fcreative%3D481619007572%26keyword%3Dbuilding%26matchtype%3D%26network%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI2tT16YP68QIVE5WnCh2-6AtgEAEYASAAEgLy-fD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-zDq2itk3VuTuF_UraHP4mFUWCPucIh8jIv5WUjj0eduLowxn0it3H-x3MGAEINxMaeQHersFIt8-i1HRM4ocD875Yx68s6YCsoT6MHrGSgvKBaCpkKLZ6yQxXkbDh1IX6xW9_8WDbD3gG4C4iLxRQW6uhx50vRDeUgp9ekc5-6xAAW_7vffN5OF10OxtqD-2Rh2hMRJrQtLXTvkgrRZAcn4cRtCgSXc_WeDzriOEhrRTj-LZr69dQWy_vgjcJnJSDS21DfzEJkHe95g8hvz8uQrwOy-wps6Nm-gGES7cpkzmA,LK9hoKCyOI6HDuBfXTS9YQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-zDq2itk3VuTuF_UraHP4mFUWCPucIh8jIv5WUjj0eduLowxn0it3H-x3MGAEINxMaeQHersFIt8-i1HRM4ocD875Yx68s6YCsoT6MHrGSgvKBaCpkKLZ6yQxXkbDh1IX6xW9_8WDbD3gG4C4iLxRQW6uhx50vRDeUgp9ekc5-6xAAW_7vffN5OF10OxtqD-2Rh2hMRJrQtLXTvkgrRZAcn4cRtCgSXc_WeDzriOEhrRTj-LZr69dQWy_vgjcJnJSDS21DfzEJkHe95g8hvz8uQrwOy-wps6Nm-gGES7cpkzmA,LK9hoKCyOI6HDuBfXTS9YQ&source=display
https://dailyhive.com/page/policies


7/23/2021 City of Vancouver to consider mandatory murals on construction hoarding | Urbanized

https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/vancouver-construction-hoarding-murals-public-art 6/9

ADVERT ISEMENT

R E A D  M O R E

    

Advertise Tips

About Us Careers

Creative Masthead

Policies & Guidelines Contest Rules

Contact Us Accessibility

Daily Hive is a Canadian-born online news source, established in 2008, that creates compelling, hyperlocal content.Daily Hive uses cookies to enhance your experience. Continue browsing to accept the use of all cookies. Learn More. 

https://dailyhive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/dailyhivevancouver
https://www.linkedin.com/company/daily-hive
https://www.instagram.com/dailyhivevancouver/
https://twitter.com/DailyHiveVan
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm3DfoFxJO0iKvVHAdpdOKg
https://dailyhive.com/hivelabs
https://dailyhive.com/page/tips
https://dailyhive.com/page/about-us
https://dailyhive.com/page/careers
https://colonydigital.ca/
https://dailyhive.com/page/masthead
https://dailyhive.com/page/policies
https://dailyhive.com/page/contest-rules
https://dailyhive.com/page/contact
https://dailyhive.com/page/accessibility
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBVHqSyb7YIW3GOmqngXDg5XACJeLyNNj-8XnuJIO7b7YtegnEAEg7ZqtfWD90PuAzAOgAZqz244DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAObBKoEjgJP0PEzKI_nMc53PS6_DuFfR-H08f3OaKwd4F3x0tnAmlFkXQfrMITaPOPIyxkYwvVj7DcfOSeQJsILiTr5nnuN6PHNKGoJ7rqLaggWpIbbtFZoyLe4kpvjBBwOKIxj_vk4Blo_Frj724jraZZrRvjfD3ahcouaMzIO1BfiINZD5fr1djKSg2hhDsdQebxSHo4fgVQW4tMj0vJ3l3JoEp0JVxuVa8k7Olqpyoi96kDGQMStl2TJnTlT1ItFV_lLq24toWMoY1g0vYQM7dD5Vokx5_sFRdjJqYg4LfyVcFcxs6551E5aUZ-MzfbAd8lvhHgzEu-38J2iOqqfhwI4nC0itTb2aaM65QZAzs3jQMnABIia3Z3RA-AEAcAFBfoFBgglEAEYAKAGLoAHgKrYDagH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDACAHSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB4BL4qfO7mN2FqSvYEw7QFQGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0gzIPsKj1M68jFJjBHx5Cw6durUA&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-3060169695957892&nb=19&adurl=https://www.mackweldon.com/products/intrepid-long-sleeve-polo%3Fvariant%3D21060587323505%26utm_source%3Dgooglecpc%26utm_medium%3Dsem%26utm_campaign%3Dgoogle_smartshopping_ca%26utm_term%3Dpla-293946777986_-_532135330778%26utm_content%3D13802833176_-_124884831496%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxYjQ6IP68QIVaZWnCh3DQQWIEAEYASABEgIWUPD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBVHqSyb7YIW3GOmqngXDg5XACJeLyNNj-8XnuJIO7b7YtegnEAEg7ZqtfWD90PuAzAOgAZqz244DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAObBKoEjgJP0PEzKI_nMc53PS6_DuFfR-H08f3OaKwd4F3x0tnAmlFkXQfrMITaPOPIyxkYwvVj7DcfOSeQJsILiTr5nnuN6PHNKGoJ7rqLaggWpIbbtFZoyLe4kpvjBBwOKIxj_vk4Blo_Frj724jraZZrRvjfD3ahcouaMzIO1BfiINZD5fr1djKSg2hhDsdQebxSHo4fgVQW4tMj0vJ3l3JoEp0JVxuVa8k7Olqpyoi96kDGQMStl2TJnTlT1ItFV_lLq24toWMoY1g0vYQM7dD5Vokx5_sFRdjJqYg4LfyVcFcxs6551E5aUZ-MzfbAd8lvhHgzEu-38J2iOqqfhwI4nC0itTb2aaM65QZAzs3jQMnABIia3Z3RA-AEAcAFBfoFBgglEAEYAKAGLoAHgKrYDagH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDACAHSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB4BL4qfO7mN2FqSvYEw7QFQGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0gzIPsKj1M68jFJjBHx5Cw6durUA&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-3060169695957892&nb=9&adurl=https://www.mackweldon.com/products/intrepid-long-sleeve-polo%3Fvariant%3D21060587323505%26utm_source%3Dgooglecpc%26utm_medium%3Dsem%26utm_campaign%3Dgoogle_smartshopping_ca%26utm_term%3Dpla-293946777986_-_532135330778%26utm_content%3D13802833176_-_124884831496%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxYjQ6IP68QIVaZWnCh3DQQWIEAEYASABEgIWUPD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cp8d5Syb7YIW3GOmqngXDg5XACJeLyNNj-8XnuJIO7b7YtegnEAEg7ZqtfWD90PuAzAOgAZqz244DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAObBKoEjgJP0PEzKI_nMc53PS6_DuFfR-H08f3OaKwd4F3x0tnAmlFkXQfrMITaPOPIyxkYwvVj7DcfOSeQJsILiTr5nnuN6PHNKGoJ7rqLaggWpIbbtFZoyLe4kpvjBBwOKIxj_vk4Blo_Frj724jraZZrRvjfD3ahcouaMzIO1BfiINZD5fr1djKSg2hhDsdQebxSHo4fgVQW4tMj0vJ3l3JoEp0JVxuVa8k7Olqpyoi96kDGQMStl2TJnTlT1ItFV_lLq24toWMoY1g0vYQM7dD5Vokx5_sFRdjJqYg4LfyVcFcxs6551E5aUZ-MzfbAd8lvhHgzEu-38J2iOqqfhwI4nC0itTb2aaM65QZAzs3jQMnABIia3Z3RA-AEAcAFBfoFBgglEAEYAaAGLoAHgKrYDagH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDACALSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB4BK6venopvWY_xHYEw7QFQGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_2QkWpaZFbHO0DbE0ZXrbKVmgaI6Q&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-3060169695957892&nb=9&adurl=https://www.mackweldon.com/products/pima-v-neck-t-shirt%3Fvariant%3D39358292230257%26utm_source%3Dgooglecpc%26utm_medium%3Dsem%26utm_campaign%3Dgoogle_smartshopping_ca%26utm_term%3Dpla-293946777986_-_532135330778%26utm_content%3D13802833176_-_124884831496%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxYjQ6IP68QIVaZWnCh3DQQWIEAEYASACEgKKa_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CSiqaSyb7YIW3GOmqngXDg5XACJeLyNNj-8XnuJIO7b7YtegnEAEg7ZqtfWD90PuAzAOgAZqz244DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAObBKoEjgJP0PEzKI_nMc53PS6_DuFfR-H08f3OaKwd4F3x0tnAmlFkXQfrMITaPOPIyxkYwvVj7DcfOSeQJsILiTr5nnuN6PHNKGoJ7rqLaggWpIbbtFZoyLe4kpvjBBwOKIxj_vk4Blo_Frj724jraZZrRvjfD3ahcouaMzIO1BfiINZD5fr1djKSg2hhDsdQebxSHo4fgVQW4tMj0vJ3l3JoEp0JVxuVa8k7Olqpyoi96kDGQMStl2TJnTlT1ItFV_lLq24toWMoY1g0vYQM7dD5Vokx5_sFRdjJqYg4LfyVcFcxs6551E5aUZ-MzfbAd8lvhHgzEu-38J2iOqqfhwI4nC0itTb2aaM65QZAzs3jQMnABIia3Z3RA-AEAcAFBfoFBgglEAEYAqAGLoAHgKrYDagH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDACAPSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB4BLJu8uR3ZvgkZwB2BMO0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_3nc6_HuHH4qPA5x0NZEDtmLks9yQ&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-3060169695957892&nb=9&adurl=https://www.mackweldon.com/products/baseball-cap%3Fvariant%3D39418321895537%26utm_source%3Dgooglecpc%26utm_medium%3Dsem%26utm_campaign%3Dgoogle_smartshopping_ca%26utm_term%3Dpla-293946777986_-_532135330778%26utm_content%3D13802833176_-_124884831496%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxYjQ6IP68QIVaZWnCh3DQQWIEAEYASADEgJ6HvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CSxDlSyb7YIW3GOmqngXDg5XACJeLyNNj-8XnuJIO7b7YtegnEAEg7ZqtfWD90PuAzAOgAZqz244DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAObBKoEjgJP0PEzKI_nMc53PS6_DuFfR-H08f3OaKwd4F3x0tnAmlFkXQfrMITaPOPIyxkYwvVj7DcfOSeQJsILiTr5nnuN6PHNKGoJ7rqLaggWpIbbtFZoyLe4kpvjBBwOKIxj_vk4Blo_Frj724jraZZrRvjfD3ahcouaMzIO1BfiINZD5fr1djKSg2hhDsdQebxSHo4fgVQW4tMj0vJ3l3JoEp0JVxuVa8k7Olqpyoi96kDGQMStl2TJnTlT1ItFV_lLq24toWMoY1g0vYQM7dD5Vokx5_sFRdjJqYg4LfyVcFcxs6551E5aUZ-MzfbAd8lvhHgzEu-38J2iOqqfhwI4nC0itTb2aaM65QZAzs3jQMnABIia3Z3RA-AEAcAFBfoFBgglEAEYA6AGLoAHgKrYDagH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDACATSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB4BLNm6bYtKWrn9MB2BMO0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_3oCvFQwEfV6uRJjL_fl2cpV_XWgQ&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-3060169695957892&nb=9&adurl=https://www.mackweldon.com/products/airknitx-crew-neck-t-shirt%3Fvariant%3D21213900177521%26utm_source%3Dgooglecpc%26utm_medium%3Dsem%26utm_campaign%3Dgoogle_smartshopping_ca%26utm_term%3Dpla-293946777986_-_532135330778%26utm_content%3D13802833176_-_124884831496%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxYjQ6IP68QIVaZWnCh3DQQWIEAEYASAEEgKEqPD_BwE
https://dailyhive.com/page/policies


7/23/2021 City of Vancouver to consider mandatory murals on construction hoarding | Urbanized

https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/vancouver-construction-hoarding-murals-public-art 7/9

Daily Hive uses cookies to enhance your experience. Continue browsing to accept the use of all cookies. Learn More. 

https://dailyhive.com/page/policies


7/23/2021 City of Vancouver to consider mandatory murals on construction hoarding | Urbanized

https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/vancouver-construction-hoarding-murals-public-art 8/9



7/23/2021 City of Vancouver to consider mandatory murals on construction hoarding | Urbanized

https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/vancouver-construction-hoarding-murals-public-art 9/9


